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(57) ABSTRACT

A canine toilet for domestic use has a collector for collecting
urine and a deflector arranged essentially vertically to collect
male dogs’ urine. The collector
comprises a tray intended to be placed on the
ground, a cover closing the collector, and comprising at
least one
hopper, at least one extractable drawer inserted into one of
the sides of the
tray. The deflector is arranged on the collector to permit the
flow of male dog urine into the hopper, which is arranged
to route the urine into the drawer.

12 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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COMBINED DOMESTIC TOILETS FOR
DOGS

The invention relates to a canine toilet for domestic use.

Using this device dogs can urinate or defecate in their own
living space and avoid the unpleasantness and nuisance
caused by animal excretion in urban spaces, on pavements
and other public places. It is aimed at all dog owners and
particularly those who live in urban areas. It avoids the need
for dogs to refrain from excretion during long periods of time
when their masters are absent.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,986,218 describes a canine toilet compris-
ing a collector containing an absorbent pad laid on a plastic
sheet. The toilet also has a vertical deflector that directs the
urine of the male (which urinates “standing up”) into the
collector.

Nevertheless, this device has significant drawbacks. In par-
ticular, this device is not suitable for a male dog which is only
able to station itself partially over the toilet.

Two positions are necessary for the male, dependent on
whether it is urinating or defecating. Moreover, urine and
faeces are collected by an absorbent pad placed at the bottom
of the collector. The dog, if left alone during the day, will
refuse to use the device several times to avoid putting its feet
in its own urine. Likewise, the use of disposable absorbent
pads results in disposal problems for the owner who will have
to replace the pads each time the dog goes to the toilet. The
volume of absorbent pads, collected across a whole town will
overload the amount of household waste. Accessories neces-
sary for its functioning (pads and plastic sheets) are not envi-
ronmentally friendly.

The invention solves at least some of the above disadvan-
tages.

The invention therefore relates to a canine toilet for domes-
tic use having a collector for collecting urine and a deflector
arranged essentially vertically to collect male dogs’ urine
characterized in that the collector comprises:

a tray intended to be placed on the ground;

a cover closing the collector and comprising at least one
hopper;

at least one extractable drawer inserted into one of the sides
of the tray;

the deflector being arranged on the collector to permit the
flow of male dog urine into the hopper, which is arranged to
direct the urine into the drawer.

Thus, the urine of the male like that of the female is col-
lected in extractable, easy to clean drawers. Maintenance of
the toilet is thus facilitated. Moreover the dog always has a
clean toilet because the urine is immediately directed into the
drawer. The cover on which it stands is therefore always
clean.

Advantageously, the cover has at least one grating that
supports the animal. A grating makes it possible to have a
stable and clean surface for the animal as it passes over the
device and has a gripper system for maintaining the wipe in
position. In addition, the cover may comprise fastening
means for a wipe that will receive the solid excretion;

As the toilet is designed to be used in the home, it can be
closed and has a handle and feet so that it can easily be stored
vertically.

An exemplary embodiment of the invention is described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings which
are given as a non-limiting example:

FIG. 1 shows a canine toilet according to the invention;

FIG. 2 is a detailed view of the toilet shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate the attachment means of the deflec-
tor on the collector;
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FIG. 5 illustrates a toilet base;

FIG. 6 illustrates a closure mechanism.

With reference to FIG. 1, the toilet comprises a collector 1
in the form of a tray placed on the ground which collects the
urine. The collector 1 comprises a bottom side placed on the
ground, vertical side faces 3 and a cover 4 closing the tray 3.
Two drawers 7a and 7b are inserted by the front side face in
the collector 1 between the bottom side and the cover 4. The
cover 4 which may be integral with the tray 3 or hollowed by
four hoppers 5a, 55, 5¢, 5d, each terminated by an opening in
the form of a slot 6a, 65, 6¢, 6d. The hoppers are arranged to
direct the urine into the drawers 7a, 75. The hoppers are in the
form of funnels whose walls are plane and which direct the
urine into a slot, of essentially rectangular shape that opens
out into the drawers.

The drawers 7a, 7b are arranged to come flush with the
front panel of the collector 1 so as not to create any projec-
tions. Each drawer 7a, 75 has an integral withdrawal handle
16a, 165 for its extraction.

The toilet likewise has a deflector 2 arranged essentially
vertically along the rear panel of the collector 1 that is
intended to catch a male dog’s urine. The deflector 2 is a tray
formed of a vertical plate 17 and four walls perpendicular to
the plate. The deflector 2 comprises at its base, that is to say in
the vicinity of its junction with the collector 1, a ledge 18
which directs the urine flowing along the plate 17 towards the
cover 4 and the hoppers 5a, 5b, 5¢, 5d.

FIG. 2 shows the collector 1 on which two gratings 8a and
8b are positioned that allow the animal to stand on the col-
lector 1 without being disturbed by the hoppers. The gratings
8a, 86 can be removed for easy cleaning or be integrated into
the cover to facilitate manufacture of the cover and reduce
costs. The gratings 8a, 86 ensure the dogs paws are isolated
from its own urine. The dog always has a clean, dry, space no
matter how many times the device is used.

Thus, amale dog wishing to urinate stands on the cover and
urinates on the deflector 2. Urine flows along the plate 17 then
is directed towards the collector 1 via the ledge 18. The urine
is then directed towards the drawers 7a, 75 by the hoppers 5a,
5b, 5¢, 5d.

A female stands directly on the collector 1 to urinate. Its
urine is then directed directly towards the drawers 7a, 75 by
the hoppers 5a, 5b, 5¢, 5d.

The toilet is simple and practical. It remains clean even
after being used several times. The removable drawers 7a, 7b
are easy to clean and environmentally friendly because they
do not require absorbent pads.

In the case of solid excretion (faeces), the cover 4 includes
holding means for wipes. The grating 8a, 85, shown in FIG. 2
includes clips 94, 95, 9¢ and 94 designed to hold wipes on the
gratings. Dogs normally defecate at a fixed time. It is there-
fore easy for the owner to place a wipe on the collector 1 at the
time the dog normally defecates. Thus, apart from specific
times, the toilet remains useable for urinating without the dog
being troubled by the presence of a fouled wipe.

The dimensions of the collector 1 are matched to dogs of
small and medium size (the greatest population in urban
areas) so that when necessary they can stand entirely and
comfortably over the collector. It is important that the male
can stand completely on the collector 1 so that it is comfort-
able. This is the reason why the collector 1 and deflector 2,
which are of the same size, are wider rather than deep. The
collector 1 is arranged so that a medium sized dog can stand
sothatitis parallel to the deflector 2, so that upon lifting its leg
to urinate, the urine is directed toward the deflector 2.

Preferably the deflector 2 pivots relative to and is detach-
able from the collector 1. The deflector 2 opens in a vertical
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position and closes over the collector 1 to create a tight seal to
facilitate transport of the toilet. It further comprises at its
middle and across its entire height, a projecting shape 19 that
is used to hold in place the two gratings 8a, 85 when the
device is closed. The deflector 2 pivots about the interior of
the collector 1 thanks to pivots 10a, 105 and recesses 11a,
1154, shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, which allow it to open beyond
90°. Thus, the deflector is supported on the rear side wall of
the collector 1 with the centre of gravity towards the outside
to allow the deflector 2 to be positioned substantially verti-
cally and not be closed in on itself.

The toilet includes a closure mechanism 12 and 13 for
securing the collector 1 and the deflector 2 in the closed
position. The closure mechanism 12 and 13 comprises a
curved flap 12 shown in FIG. 6, mounted so that it pivots on
the deflector 2. The collector 1 has a notch 13 which receives
the matching flap 12. The flap 12 uses the flexibility and
bowing of the plastic and its “shape memory” capability to
ensure tight fitting.

With reference to FIG. 5, the toilet may have a base 15 so
that the toilet remains upright once it is closed. The toilet may
likewise have a handle 14 on the front side surface of the
collector 1 to allow transport of the toilet in the closed posi-
tion.

The toilet described includes provisions according to a
particular realisation mode. Other provisions may be used. In
particular, the toilet is preferably made of plastic. However,
other materials such as cardboard, polystyrene, wood, com-
posite materials, metal, can be considered.

The deflector 2 is hinged on the collector 1 by a detachable
pivot. The deflector 2 can be detachable or just hinge. It is
possible to implement the pivot using removable shafts
inserted in openings arranged in opposing fashion on the
collector 1 and the deflector 2.

The number of hoppers, drawers and gratings may vary and
is not limited to the example shown. In particular, the grating
may be made of a single piece. Similarly, a single hopper is
sufficient if it is arranged to collect all the urine and direct it
towards the drawers.

The hoppers are an integral part of the collector cover, but
may be supported on the collector.

The walls of the hoppers need not necessarily be flat.

Similarly, the positioning of accessories (handle, base, clo-
sure system) can be changed, according to requirements, to
favour one of the other sides.

These accessories are made of plastic, but can be made of
other materials such as metal, rubber, fabric.

The invention claimed is:

1. Canine toilet for domestic use having a collector for
collecting urine and at least one deflector which can be
arranged essentially vertically to collect male dogs’ urine,

wherein the collector comprises:

a first tray intended to be placed on the ground;

a cover closing the collector and comprising at least one

hopper;
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at least one extractable drawer inserted into one of the sides

of the first tray,

wherein the deflector is arranged on the collector to permit

the flow of male dog urine into the hopper, which is
arranged to direct the urine into the drawer, through an
opening,

wherein the deflector is mounted so that the deflector pivots

on the collector and the deflector is arranged so that, in a
closed position of the deflector, the deflector covers the
collector and closes the collector tightly, and in an open
position of the deflector, the deflector is positioned in an
essentially vertical position with respect to an essen-
tially horizontal position of the first tray,

wherein the deflector forms a second tray comprising a

plate and lateral, top and bottom side walls forming a
peripheral edge of the deflector, the deflector comprising
in the vicinity of the collector a ledge,

wherein, in the open position of the deflector, the ledge is

positioned at a bottom end of the deflector between the
lateral side walls of the deflector and forms a surface that
entirely slants forward and downward with respect to the
plate, said surface having a rear edge adjacent the plate
and a front edge positioned above the hopper, so that the
ledge directs all the urine flowing along the plate
towards the hopper.

2. Toilet according to claim 1 wherein the cover comprises
at least one grating.

3. Toilet according to claim 2, wherein the grating is
removable.

4. Toilet according to claim 3, wherein the cover includes
means for holding a wiper on the grating.

5. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the dimensions of
the collector and the deflector are sufficient to receive a
medium size dog.

6. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the deflector and the
collector have means for locking the toilet in the closed posi-
tion.

7. Toilet according to claim 1, having a handle.

8. Toilet according to claim 1, having feet for vertical
positioning of the toilet once closed.

9. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the side walls of the
deflector include four side walls perpendicular to the plate.

10. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the deflector is
detachable from the collector.

11. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the collector and
the deflector comprise means for holding the deflector essen-
tially vertical.

12. Toilet according to claim 1, wherein the cover com-
prises at least one grating, and wherein the deflector further
comprises a projecting shape that holds the grating in place in
the closed position of the deflector, said projecting shape
being located in the middle of the deflector and across an
entire height of the deflector in the vertical position of the
deflector.



